
        First Grade Rubric 
       ELA CCGPS       Revised:  

Reading Literary 

Reading 

Informational 

3 

Meets the 

Standard 

2 

Progressing 

Toward the 

Standard 

1 

Not Meeting the 

Standard 

Note: Most ELA grade level standard expectations have been written with the skills and knowledge required of students by the end of 

the school year. However, due to the nature of teaching reading, quarter benchmark levels for reading have been determined by 
teachers. Student progress for each quarter will be measured using end-of-year standard expectations in comparison to the 

benchmarked level for each quarter. In some instances there will be an end-of-quarter standard expectation rather than end-of-year. 

These instances will be indicated underneath the standard expectation. 
Comprehension: Exposed in Quarter 1, 2 and Graded in Quarter 3, 4 

ELACC1RL2: 

Retells stories, including key 

details, and demonstrates 

understanding of their central 

message or lesson. 

(Beginning/Middle/End) 

(Fiction-Literary) 

Consistently retells stories 

including details and 

demonstrates 

understanding of their 

central message or lesson 

 

-Tells beginning, middle, and 

end of a story in sequence 

and with details. 
  

Goldilocks found a house in 
the woods. She ate 
porridge. She sat in the 
chairs. She slept in the 
beds. The bears came home. 

Retells stories including 

some detail and 

demonstrates some 

understanding of the central 

message or lesson 

Partially retells story.  

She ate porridge and slept in 
the bed.  The bears came 

home and found her. 

Inconsistently or does not  

re-tell stories and 

understands central message 

or lesson 

-Retells only 1-2 events in a 

story or tells something with 

no relevance to the story. 

The bears found the girl in 
the bed. 

Dogs walk in the woods. 

ELACC1RL1, ELACC1RI1 
Asks and answers questions 

about key details in a 

informational and literary text. 

ELACC1RI2: 

Identifies the main topic and 

retells key details of a text ( 

Main Ideas and Details) 

ELACC1RI7: 
Uses illustrations and details in a 

text to describe its key ideas. 

(Non-Fiction/Informational) 

ELACC1RI8: 
Identifies reasons an author 

gives to support points in a text 

Consistently identifies the 

main topic and retells key 

details of a text 

 

 

Tim has a dog.  His dog is 
called Meg.  She is a black 
dog.  She is a little fat.   
The dog is so soft.  Tim is 
glad he has Meg for a pet. 
 
*tell the main idea 

       Tim’s dog 
 
*at least 3 details 

       it is black 
       it is soft 
      it is a little fat 
 

Generally identifies main 

topic or key details of a text 

 

 

Tim has a dog.  His dog is 
called Meg.  She is a black 
dog.  She is a little fat.   The 
dog is so soft.  Tim is glad 
he has Meg for a pet. 
 
*tells details but not main 

idea 

         it is black 
         it is soft 
         it is a little fat 
                  Or 

*tells main idea and not 

details 

            Tim’s dog 

Inconsistently or does not 

identify the main topic and 

key details of a text 

 

 

Tim has a dog.  His dog is 
called Meg.  She is a black 
dog.  She is a little fat.   The 
dog is so soft.  Tim is glad he 
has Meg for a pet. 
 

 

*does not tell main idea or 

details 

ELACC1RL3: 
Describes characters, settings, 

and major events in a story, using 

key details. 

ELACC1RL7: 
Uses illustrations and details in a 

story to describe its characters, 

Consistently identifies and 

describes most characters, 

setting, and major events in 

a story using using some key 

details 

The bears live in the 

Generally identifies 

characters, setting, and 

some major events in a story  

 

The characters are 
Goldilocks and three 

Inconsistently or does not 

identify or describe 

characters, setting, and 

major events in a story  

 



setting, or events. 

(Story Elements) 

(Fiction/Literary) 

woods. 

·         Goldilocks was lost in 
the woods and found 
a home that belonged 
to the three bears. 
She went through the 
bears’ belongings. 

·         The characters are 
Goldilocks and the three 
bears. 

bears 

·       She found a house. 
·       Goldilocks  

·       Bears 

ELACC1RI3: 
Describes the connection 

between two individuals, events, 

ideas, or pieces of information in 

a text 

(Compare/Contrast) 

(Non-Fiction/Informational 

ELACC1RI9: 
Identifies basic similarities in 

and differences between two 

texts on the same topic 

Compare/Contrast) 

(Non-Fiction/Informational 

ELACC1RL9: 
Compares and contrasts the 

adventures and experiences of 

characters in stories 

Compare/Contrast) 

(Fiction/Literary) 

ELACC1RL5: 
Explains major differences 

between books that tell stories 

and books that give information, 

drawing on a wide reading of a 

range of text types 

Consistently describes the 

connection between two 

individuals, events, ideas or 

pieces of information in a 

text 

 

*compare means alike 

*contrast means different 

 

Tell things that are alike 

and tell things that are 

different between two 

parts of a text. 

Generally describes the 

connection between two 

individuals, events, ideas or 

pieces of information in a 

text 

 

 

 

 

Tell things that are alike or 

different between two parts 

of a text. 

Inconsistently or does not 

describe the connection 

between two individuals, 

events, ideas or pieces of 

information in a text 

 

 

 

 

Cannot tell how things are 

alike or different between 

two parts of a text. 

ELACC1RL6: 
Identifies who is telling the 

story at various points in a text 

(Author’s Point of View) 

No Grade Exposure Only 

ELACC1RL10: 
With prompting and support, 

read prose and poetry of 

appropriate complexity for grade 

1 

ELACC1RI10: 
With prompting and support, 

reads informational texts of 

appropriately complex for grade 

1 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 

ELACC1RL4: 
Identifies words and phrases in 

stories or poems that suggest 

feelings or appeal to the senses 

(Describing/Adjectives) 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 



ELACC1RI4: 
Asks and answers questions to 

help determine or clarify the 

meaning of words and phrases in 

a text 

Research 
ELACC1RI6: 
Distinguishes between 

information provided by pictures 

or other illustrations and 

information provided by the 

words in a text(Text Features) 

ELACC1RI5: 
Knows and uses various text 

features (e.g., headings, tables 

of content, glossaries, electronic 

menus, icons) to locate key facts 

or information in a text 

 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 

Reading Foundational 3 2 1 

           Phonics 
ELACC1RF1: Print Concepts 

Recognizes the distinguishing 

features of a sentence (e.g., 

first word, capitalization, ending 

punctuation) 

No Grade Exposure Only 

ELACC1RF2: Phonological 

Awareness (PA) 

a. Distinguishes long from short 

vowel sounds in spoken single-

syllable words 

b. Orally produces single-syllable 

words by blending sounds 

(phonemes), including consonant 

blends 

c. Isolates and pronounces initial, 

medial vowel, and final sounds 

(phonemes) in spoken single-

syllable words 

d. Segments spoken single-

syllable words into their 

complete sequence of individual 

sounds (phonemes) 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 

 

 

 

Quarter 1: Short Vowels, /ck/, /all/, digraph /th/ 

Quarter 2: Diphthong /ng/,  

R-controlled /ar/, /or/, /ore/, digraph /sh/, /ch/, blends l,s,r 

Quarter 3: Digraph /qu/, /wh/,  

R-Controlled /ir/, /ur/, syllable /el/ le, long vowel pairs /e/ ow, oa, /e/ ea, ee, /a/ 

ai, ay, a_e, /i/ i_e. /o/, o_e 

Quarter 4: soft /s/c, /j/g, long vowel /(y)oo/ u_e, long vowel /i/ y, ie, igh, diphthong 

/ou/ ow, ou, long vowel /e/ y, ie, /oo/ o, ew                                       

Decoding 



ELACC1RF3: Phonics and Word 

Recognition (PWR) 

a. Knows the spelling-sound 

correspondences for common 

consonant digraphs 

b,e. Decodes one and two-syllable 

words following basic patterns by 

breaking the words into syllables 

. Knows final –e and common 

vowel team conventions for 

representing long vowel sounds 

d. Uses knowledge that every 

syllable must have a vowel sound 

to determine the number of 

syllables in a printed word 

f. Reads words with inflectional 

endings 

Consistently uses 

conventional decoding skills 

for sounding and blending 

words with common phonics 

patterns. 85 - 100% of the 

time. 

 

Quarter 1: Short Vowels, 

/ck/, /all/, digraph /th/ 

Quarter 2: Diphthong 

/ng/,  

R-controlled /ar/, /or/, 

/ore/, digraph /sh/, /ch/, 

blends l,s,r 

Quarter 3: Digraph /qu/, 

/wh/,  

R-Controlled /ir/, /ur/, 

syllable /el/ le, long vowel 

pairs /e/ ow, oa, /e/ ea, 

ee, /a/ ai, ay, a_e, /i/ 

i_e. /o/, o_e 

Quarter 4: soft /s/c, 

/j/g, long vowel /(y)oo/ 

u_e, long vowel /i/ y, ie, 

igh, diphthong /ou/ ow, 

ou, long vowel /e/ y, ie, 

/oo/ o, ew                                       

Generally uses conventional 

decoding for sounding and 

blending words with common 

phonics patterns. 70 – 84% 

of the time. 

Inconsistently or does not 

use conventional decoding 

skills for sounding and 

blending words with common 

phonics patterns. 69% or 

less. 

High Frequency Words 

g. Recognizes and reads grade-

appropriate irregularly spelled 

words 

Benchmarks 

Quarter 1: 70 Words 

3=60-above; 2=49-59; 1=48-

below 

Quarter 2: 120 Words 

3=102-above; 2=84-101; 

1=100-below 

Quarter 3: 180 Words 

3=153-above; 2=126-152; 

1=125-below 

Quarter 4: 220 Words 

3=187-above; 2=155-186; 

1=155-below 

Reads at least 200 out of 

220 High Frequency Words 

by the end of the year. 

 

*Students need to be able 

to automatically read these 

words without sounding and 

blending. 

Reads 154 - 199 out of 220 

High Frequency Words by 

the end of the year. 

 

*Students need to be able 

to automatically read these 

words without sounding and 

blending. 

Reads 153 or less High 

Frequency Words by the end 

of the year. 

 

 

*Students need to be able to 

automatically read these 

words without sounding and 

blending. 

ELACC1RF4: Fluency (F) 
a. Reads on-level text with 

purpose and understanding 

b. Reads on-level text orally with 

accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression on successive 

readings 

c. Uses context to confirm or 

self-correct word recognition 

and understanding, rereading as 

necessary 

Benchmarks 

Consistently reads 45 words 

and above per minute 

 

*Not graded but this is a 

benchmark to know where 

your child is performing. 

Consistently reads 30 - 44 

words per minute 

 
*Not graded but this is a 

benchmark to know where 

your child is performing. 

Does not read 30 words per 

minute consistently. 

 
*Not graded but this is a 

benchmark to know where 

your child is performing. 



Quarter 1: No Score 

Quarter 2: 0-9 WPM= 1, 10-

12  

WPM = 2, 13-15+ WPM = 3 

Quarter 3: 0-21 WPM = 1, 

21-25 WPM = 2, 26-30+ WPM 

= 3 

Quarter 4: 0-31 WPM = 1, 

32-38 WPM = 2, 39-45+ WPM 

= 3 

Writing Process 

Teacher Modeled 

S 

Successful 

P 

Progressing 

NI 

Needs Improvement 
ELACC1W1:  
Writes opinion pieces in which 

they introduce the topic or the 

name of the book they are 

writing about, state an opinion, 

supply a reason for the opinion, 

and provide closure 

   

ELACC1W2:  

Writes informative/explanatory 

texts in which they name a topic, 

supply facts, and provide closure 

   

ELACC1W3: 
Writes narratives in which they 

recount two or more 

appropriately sequenced events, 

include some details regarding 

what happened, use temporal 

words to signal event order, and 

provide closure 

   

ELACC1W5: 
With guidance and support from 

adults, focuses on a topic, 

responds to questions and 

suggestions from peers, and adds 

details to strengthen writing as 

needed.  

a. May include oral or written 

pre-writing (Graphic organizers) 

   

ELACC1W6: 
With guidance and support, uses 

a variety of digital tools to 

produce and publish writing, 

including collaboration with peers 

   

ELACC1W7: 
Participates in shared research 

and writing projects (e.g., 

explores a number of “how-to” 

books on a topic and uses them 

to write a sequence of 

instructions) 

   

ELACC1W8:  
With guidance and support, 

recalls information from 

   



experiences or gathers 

information from provided 

sources to answer a question 

Speaking & Listening  
ELACC1SL1:  
a. Follows agreed-upon rules for 

discussions 
b. Builds on other’s talk in 

conversations by responding to 

the comments of others through 

multiple exchanges 
c. Asks questions to clear up any 

confusion about the topics and 

texts under discussion 

 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 

ELACC1SL2: 
Asks and answers questions 

about key details in a text read 

aloud or information presented 

orally or through other media 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 

ELACC1SL3: 
Asks and answers questions 

about what a speaker says in 

order to gather additional 

information or clarify something 

that is not understood 

 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 

ELACC1SL4: 
Describes people, places, things, 

and events with relevant details, 

expressing ideas and feelings 

clearly 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 
 

ELACC1SL5:  
Adds drawings or other visual 

displays to descriptions when 

appropriate to clarify ideas, 

thoughts, and feelings 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 

ELACC1SL6: 
Produces complete sentences 

when appropriate to task and 

situation 

No Grade Exposure Only 

 

Language 3 2 1 

Conventions of Standard English 
ELACC1L1:  
a. Prints all upper- and lowercase 

letters/spaces words correctly 

k. Prints with appropriate spacing 

between words and sentences. 

 

Successful 
 

Progressing 

 

Needs Improvement 

Model daily through written and oral communication 
See ELACC1L1:j below 

ELACC1L1: 

b. Uses common, proper, and 

possessive nouns 
c. Uses singular and plural nouns 

with matching verbs in basic 

sentences 

 

 

 

 

 



d. Uses personal, possessive, and 

indefinite pronouns 
e. Uses verbs to convey a sense 

of past, present, and future 
f. Uses frequently occurring 

adjectives 
g. Uses frequently occurring 

conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, 

so, because) 
h. Uses determiners (e.g., 

articles, demonstratives) 
i. Uses frequently occurring 

prepositions (e.g., during beyond, 

toward) 

ELACC1L2: 
a. Capitalizes dates and names of 

people 

b. Uses end punctuation for 

sentences 

c. Uses commas in dates and to 

separate single words in a series 

 

 

 

Graded in Quarter 3, 4 using skills to write complete 

comprehensive sentence for CCGPS Standard ELACC1L1:j 
 

 

ELACC1L1: 
j. Produces and expands complete 

simple and compound 

declarative, interrogative, 

imperative, and exclamatory 

sentences 

(Bold Graded) 

Not Graded 

Quarter 1: Declarative (telling) 

Quarter 2: Interrogative 

(asking) 

Graded 

Quarter 3, 4: Declarative and 

Interrogative 

 

 

Consistently write complete 

comprehensive declarative 

(telling) and interrogative 

(asking) sentences with 

correct punctuation and 

capitalization using most 

skills from 

 ELACC1L1: b – i above 

Generally writes complete 

comprehensive declarative 

(telling) and interrogative 

sentences with correct 

punctuation or capitalization 

using some of the skill in 

ELACC1L1: b – i above  

-Sentences must make sense  

-Questions must begin with 

asking words 

 

Inconsistently or does not 

write complete 

comprehensive declarative 

(telling) and interrogative 

(asking) sentences 

-Writes words or letters 

that do not make sense 

Spelling 
ELACC1L2: 

d. Uses conventional spelling for 

words with common spelling 

patterns and for frequently 

occurring irregular words 

e. Spells untaught words 

phonetically, drawing on 

phonemic awareness and spelling 

conventions 

Quarter 1: Short Vowels, /ck/, 

/all/, digraph /th/ 

Quarter 2: Diphthong /ng/,  

R-controlled /ar/, /or/, /ore/, 

digraph /sh/, /ch/, blends l,s,r 

Quarter 3: Digraph /qu/, /wh/,  

R-Controlled /ir/, /ur/, syllable 

/el/ le, long vowel pairs /e/ 

Consistently uses 

conventional spelling for 

words with common spelling 

patterns and for frequently 

occurring irregular words on 

test and in their own 

writing 85 - 100% of the 

time. 

Generally uses conventional 

spelling for words with 

common spelling patterns and 

for frequently occurring 

irregular words on test and in 

their own writing 70 – 84% 

of the time. 

Inconsistently or does not 

use conventional spelling for 

words with common spelling 

patterns and for frequently 

occurring irregular words on 

tests or in their own writing 

69% or less. 



ow, oa, /e/ ea, ee, /a/ ai, ay, 

a_e, /i/ i_e. /o/, o_e 

Quarter 4: soft /s/c, /j/g, 

long vowel /(y)oo/ u_e, long 

vowel /i/ y, ie, igh, diphthong 

/ou/ ow, ou, long vowel /e/ y, 

ie, /oo/ o, ew 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
ELACC1L4: 
a. Use sentence-level context as 

a clue to the meaning of a word 

or phrase 

b. Uses frequently occurring 

affixes as a clue to the meaning 

of a word 

c. Identifies frequently 

occurring root words and their 

inflectional forms (e.g., look, 

looking) 

 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 

ELACC1L5: 
a. Sorts words into categories to 

gain a sense of the concepts the 

categories represent 

b. Defines words by category and 

by one or more key attributes 

(e.g., a duck is a bird that swims) 
c. Identifies real-life connections 

between words and their uses (e.g., 

note places at home that are cozy) 
d. Distinguishes shades of meaning 

among verbs differing in manner 

(look, peek, glance) and adjectives 

differing in intensity (large, gigantic) 

by defining or choosing them or by 

acting out the meanings 

 

 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 

 
 

ELACC1L6: 

Uses words and phrases acquired 

through conversations, reading 

and being read to, and responding 

to texts, including using 

frequently occurring 

conjunctions to signal simple 

relationships (e.g., I named my 

hamster Nibblet because she 

nibbles too much.) 

 

No Grade Exposure Only 

 

 


